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PREFACE

Is postsecondary agricultural education recognized as a necessary
component of the agricultural education system in the United States?
Although agricultural short courses and programs of Jless than the
baccalaureate degree have been offered since passage of the land-grant
Morrill Act in 1862, no programs for preparing agricultural technicians
were listed in the 1963 Technician Education VYearbook--the first
comprehensive listing of technician programs in the U.S. Few agricultural
teacher educators advocated or recognized technical education programs as
their attention and loyalty focused wupon high school vocational
agriculture programs as prescribed by the Smith-Hughes Act in 1917. Not
until passage of the 1963 Vocational Education Act and its allocation of
funds for postsecondary technical education did agricultural educators
begin to seriousiy consider technical education in agriculture as a
component of agricultural education 1n the United States. Today, almos*
4,000 instructors teach in over 500 institutions which offer more than
1,800 two-year postsecondary agricultural programs for approximately
67,000 youth and 17,000 adults.

What documentation exists of the phenomenal growth of postsecondary
agricultural education of less than the baccalaureate degree since 19607 A

review of articles in The Agricultural Education Magazine for the last

twenty-five years yielded 249 articles that focused partially or totally
on postsecondary agricuitural education. Eighty-one articles were
published in the Magazine in the 1960s, 128 in the 1970s and 40 between
1980 and 1985. Six themes of the Maqazine have focused on postsecondary

agricultural education. The greatest number of articles pertained to
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curricula and programs. Although the majority of institutions offering
programs can be considered of the community college-type, few articles
were written by persons in community colleges. Moreover, the writings gave
no clear indication of persons who mignt be considered the current
national advocates, leaders or  spokespersons for postsecondary
agricultural education.

The articles partly reflected the confusion that existed regarding
the purpose of technical education in agriculture. Many different types of
institutiasns with different missions offereu programs:
vocational-technical schools, area vocational centers, technical
institutes, community/junior colleges, four-year colleges and
universities. Few writers discussed the differences between the high
school vocational agriculture program and the postsecondary technical
education program in agriculture. Some writers viewed the postsecondary
programs as being less than college level; other writers described
programs of college level that awarded the associate degree upon
completion of the program. Most writers viewed the two-year programs (and
one-year certificate programs) as preparation for employment immediately
tollcwing graduation. Consequently, programs were considered "terminal"
with little recognition given to "transfer" programs.

Components of the high school vocational agricultural program were
reflected in many writers' descriptions of postsecondary programs. Perhaps
this was a natural occurrence as the majority of the instructors in
postsezondary programs were former nigh school agricultural teachers, and
many students were graduates of high school vocational agriculture and

former members of the fFuture Farmers of America (FFA) organization.

However, this phenomenon also may have contributed to the identity crisis
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confronting the postsecondary programs, students and faculty. Some writers

mentioned the need for teacher education programs for the postsecondary
instructors, yet no institution had established a formal program
specifically for the instructors. In many instances preservice and
inservice education offered for high school teachers were considered
appropriate for the postsecondary instructors.

Many questions must be answered if postsecondary agricultural
education is to achieve its rightful piace in the delivery of agiicultural
education. How must programs change to meet the needs of tomorrow's
agricultural student and industry? Can high schocls, two-year colleges and
institutes, and universities offering agriculture articulate their
programs to help students efficiently progress through the educational
system and achiev? their career goals? Does the 2+2 tech-prep/associate
degree program have a place in agricultural education? Is it time for the
establishment of a national professional organization for faculty to nelp
clarify the identity problem? What opportunities and incentives will be
offered by the local institution to encourage irstructors to keep
up-to-date in both technical specialty and educational technology?

What preference will the agricultural industry give the Associate in
Applied Science degree as a credential for employment? How can industry
and educators work more cooperatively to prepare agricultural technicians?
What effect will the increased use of part-time faculty have on student
achievement, on morale and commitment of full-time instructors, and on
advisement of the youth organization?

What marketing strategies are most appropriate for postsecondary
agricultural education? What practices are most successful for recruiting

traditional and non-traditicnal clientele? How do students enrolled in
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certificate, associate degree and baccalaureate degree programs differ in
background characteristics, career aspirations, academic achievement and
career accomplishments? Wiil passage of the affluent 1960s, financial
realities of the 1980s, maturation of the baby-boom generation, public
acceptance of the community college movement, repercussions of the
educational reform movement, and rapid advancements in agricultural
technology force high school agricultural programs to become more
exploratory with access to a vocational-technical education in agriculture
being available only at the postsecondary level? Who will offer adult
education in agriculture-- evervone or no one? Faijlu-e to seek answers to
these and other questions may result in the educational neglect of th2
majority of persons who desire employment in the agricultural industry and
also serve as evidence of a profession i.prisoned by tradition, habit and
inertia.

The need to examine the purposes, problems and benefits of
postsecondary agricultural education is more critical now than ever. Tt is

hoped that this listing of articles in The Agricultural Education Magazine

since 1960 will facilitate the efforts of persons who seek to study this
new type of agricultural education. If this reference list stimulates but
a minute spark of interest in and understanding of certificate and

associate degree programs in agriculture the efforts required for its
creation will have been greatly rewarded. |
|

Hobart L. Harmon
Urbana, I1linogis
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pp.79,82

pp.92-2,95
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pp.205,208
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Women in Agriculture in
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Women and Agriculture -
A Two-Year College
Student's View

Training for Oczcupations
in the Horse Industry

Cooperative Agricultural
Education in An Area
Vo-Tech School

One-Year Post-Secondary
Programs in Agriculture

Innovations at Florence-
Darlington Technical College

Ag Ed in California Community
Colleges

A " anging Ag Technology
Program at Utah State

Ag Ed in North Carolina
Community Colleges

Specialized Individual
Approach to Job Preparation

Status of Post-Secondary
Programs in Agriculture

Agriculture Program at
Joliet Junior College

Post-Secondary Student Teaching

Educational Plans of Iowa
Vo-Ag Students

Junior College Farm
fquipment Mechanics

Agriculture's Future-
Production Technology

Opportunity for Professional
Involvement by Post-Secondary
Teachers
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Issue
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June 1975
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Nov. 1975

Jan. 1976
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Jan. 1976

Jan. 1976

Jan. 1976

Jan. 1976

Lawrence H.Erpelding, Jr.

Max Custer

Daniel W. Brown

Bennie L. Byler

Kent Ewing

Keith L. Byers

Sam Stenzel

Jan. 197b

Jan. 1976

Jan. 1976

Jan. 1976

Jan. 1976

Jan. 1976

Jan. 1976
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pp.112-3
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pp. 147,149

pp.148-9
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pp.151,153
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pp.155,157
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Students from Wyoming
Community Colleges
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A Joint Staff Approach to
Meeting In-Service Needs

Work Adjustment for the
Technical College Student

Keeying the Wheels Turning
Mechanized Agriculture-1980
Preparing Dairy Technologists
A Total Agricultural Program
Leader in Agricultural
Education: Max Custer

Leader in Agricultural
Education: Howard Sidney

Wood Harvesting Training at
the Post-Secondary Level

Learning By Doing in
Ornamental Horticulture

Something New Under the Sun-
Expecting the Unexpected
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Technical Education in
Agriculture at the Post-
Secondary Level

Promoting Articulation Between
Secondary and Post-Secondary
Vo-Ag Programs

Post-Secondary's Alliance
with Industry
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Douglas Flesher
William R. Sliva
Robert L. Hayward

Lee Fitchett

Doris Slocum
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Joseph S. Krug

Glenn H. Petrick
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Bennie L. Byler &
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Elwood D. Wessman

Issue
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Let the Farmers Teach
Farm Management

Emerging Partners!

Post-Secondary Agricultural
Education Programs in
South Carolina

Partners in Progress
Post-Secondary Programs
in Ohio

Parent's Organization at

A Two-Year College

Student Confidence - A Key
Classroom Concept

Quality in Post-Secondary
Education

Post-Secondary Programs in
Agricultural Occupations

A Collection of Perspectives
on NPASO - National Post-
Secondary Student Organizations

Computer-Assisted Instruction
for Training Farm Equipment
Parts Personnel

Our Public - One Key to the
Success of Our Programs

Urban Post-Secondary Education
in Agriculture

Landscape Programs at Post-
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Employment and Beauty
A Post-Secondary Teacher's

View - Making Vo-Ag Relevant:
The Bottom Line
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Joe D. McCormick

Robert E. Wingert
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John R. Bartell

Howard Sidney
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Don Claycomb
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Kenneth Alcott
James Gibson

M. J. Iverson
Doug Williams
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Jerry Nechville

Alan W. Myers

Glenn Petrick

Jack E. Engels

Cecil Sharpe

Virgil Christensen

Issue
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p-250
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The Chillicothe Story -

How A Comprehensive Vocational
Agriculture Program Meets the

Needs of Agricultural Industry

Agribusiness: The Realistic
Learning Center for Post-
Secondary Students

Postsecondary Instruction-
Agricultural Mechanics
Education at Kirkwond

How an Illinois Community
College Program Overcame
Limited Funds

Farrier Training - 0Old Skills,
New Technology

Report on a Postsecondary
Program: Using Computers in
Farm Management Educat ion

A Community-Based Technical
Agriculture Program

A Competency-Based Instructional

System for Postsecondary
Teachers

Agronomic Education and the
Two-Year Technical College

Computers in Agriculture-
A Program for Pcatsecondary
Teachers

Secondary-Postsecondary
Articulation

Articulation Aids in Transition
into Postsecondary Programs

Improving Cooperative Efforts
Between High School and
Postsecondary Programs
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Author

Bill Gutshall
Roger Wolf
Don Brown

Ron Wolf

Don Cassada
Lee Fitchett

Thomas Lindahl
Peter Fog

Larry Statler
Ed Scherich

Doris Slocum

Maynard J. Iverson

Myron A. Eighmy

Duane A. Kaas
William Nelson
Nancy Ryan

Oscar H. Ingram

Ralph G. Field

Ralph R. Smalley

James G. Leising

Jasper S. Lee

Richard F. Welton

Wayne L. DeWerff

Issue
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Enrolling in Postsecondary
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The FFA and NPASO-A
Collection of Perspectives

Setting Standards for Written
Assignments at the Two-Year

Technical College

The Status of Postsecondary
Agricultural Education

NPASO in Expanding Competencies
of Members

Achieving Articulation
In Vocational Education

Planning Postsecondary Programs:
Better Future During "Tough' Times

Member-Centered Postsecondary
Organizations

Evaluation in the Laboratory

Bridging the Gap in Higher
Education

Revards from Postsecondary
Cooperative experience

Urban Programs - A New Direction

Supervised Work Experience:
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A Cooperative Learning Experience

Education for Employment in
Horticulture

SOE in Mechanics for the
Technizal Institute Program

Fre-Nccupat ional Preparation
for Mechanized Agriculture

Postsecondary Agricultural
Finding An Identity
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Jerry M.Gee, Sr.

Donald M, Claycomb

Ronald J. Nelson

James M. Garrison
Newman Hishway

Kenneth W. Olcott
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Issue
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Oct.1982
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Oct. 1982
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Larry L. Statler

Darwin J. Miller

Duane Kaas

John Slocombe
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Dean L. Byerly
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Postsecondary SOEP:
A Prognostication

Resources for Post-
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Values of SOEP to
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Time Saving Teaching Techniques

Supervising Postsecondary
SOE Programs
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Technical Education in
Agriculture: The Future Is Now
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